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Cognitive Development
The most important thing to understand about Piaget theory of child development is that children reason differently. In fact, his theory of cognitive development shows that children are always constructing their understanding of the world as they grow. According to Piaget, this happens in different stages and he used the following concepts to explain cognitive development during the concrete operational stage. 
(a) Conservation 
Conservation is the child’s ability to think logically. According Piaget, the ability to think logically does not happen during the preoperational stage of the child’s development (Miller, 2002). It develops in the concrete operational stage at 7-11 years (Miller, 2002). Children between ages 7-11 are able to understand and tell the difference between various forms of different objects (Piaget, 1970). They can also tell whether or not an object is big or small, and even to differentiate the volume of mass or content in the object. For example, if given two glasses of juice where the first one is tall and thin, while the second one is wide but with the same volume of juice, a child who has accomplished conservation would choose the wide one because he or she perceives that the volume of the content in the two glasses is equal. 
The concept impacts a child’s functioning in home by helping in developing the ability to tell the difference between various objects existing in different forms as well as their weight. For example, when asked to lift up objects that are heavier or lighter, he or she can do exactly what he or she is asked to do because he is able to tell the difference between heavy and light. The concept can also help in the educational setting, for example, when the child is learning about “volume” in school. In other words, it increases the child’s understanding. In a social setting, the concept helps the child differentiate between volumes especially when being served with too much of less food stuff, hence reducing “nagging” associated with dissatisfaction. 
(b) Classification
Classification is the child’s ability to group objects in terms of their shape, dimension, size and so forth (Inhelder & Piaget, 2013). According to Piaget, at age eleven (11) a child begins to abstract a common property from the objects and define that property in many objects. During concrete operations, multiple classifications, class inclusion, and hierarchical classification becomes even more possible (Inhelder & Piaget, 2013). 
By the time a child is twelve years old, he or she goes through three levels of classifying objects (Inhelder & Piaget, 2013). In level one, a child can group objects that are alike generally using two objects at a time. For example, he or she can identify two circles or two squares but cannot go beyond two objects at a time. In level two, a child can classify objects in terms of dimension. For example, he or she may notice a group of animals and classify them in terms of their height or even length. In level three, a child is able to understand how to classify objects based on a given criteria ((Inhelder & Piaget, 2013). For example, when given a mixture of colored beads and is told to classify the red ones together, a child can do it without any difficulties. According to Piaget, this happens when a child is around 8 years of age (Inhelder & Piaget, 2013). 
The ability to classify objects is essential to child development because it helps the child with logical intelligence he or she uses in all areas of life. For example, to isolate objects in home, e.g. spoons from forks, plates from bows e.tc. In school, classification impacts young children by helping them learn how to classify various objects in terms of their shape, dimension, color, and so forth. E.g. it improves the child’s ability to recognize different shapes e.g rectangles, triangles, and circles as well as their dimension, and color. In a social setting, classification impacts child’s ability to classify people as either boys or girls, to differentiate animals e.g. cats and dogs just to mention but a few things they are able to classify in a social setting.  
(c) Seriation
Seriation is a concept explaining children’s ability to sort objects or circumstances based on the following features, size, color, shape, or type (Inhelder & Piaget, 2013). For example, at home a young child may look at his or her plate of mixed cereals and eat everything else except pea beans. This tells more about what the child likes and dislikes. In school, a child uses the concept of seriation to learn various things especially when it comes to learning the concept of sequencing in mathematics (Keil, 1992). For example, when asked to arrange objects in order or by size to create a certain pattern, a child who has fully developed seriation ability tends to do it efficiently. Seriation also helps a child understand the sequence in which numbers follow each other, for example, from the highest to the lowest and vice versa. The same applies in a social setting. Seriation helps a child learn how to differentiate bigger clothes e.g. socks from smaller or fitting socks. The ability to use this concept tends to help young children learn how to clothe themselves just to mention one of its implications in a social setting. 
Conclusion
According to Piaget, concrete operational stage begins when a child is 7 years old until he or she reaches 12 years of age. At this stage, young children learn basic logical principles. For example, they learn how to count, arrange objects into patterns, categories, from the smallest to the largest and so forth. This paper has demonstrated that they do all this using concrete objects, which means that at concrete operational stage they do not reason using abstract ideas. 
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